
Celebration of Mass within Church Buildings 
 
Dear Parishioner 
Please take a few minutes to read this information which has been 
designed for your safety within the confines of the church building. 
Thank you  
 
 

Before the Mass 
 
Wearing a face covering is compulsory as you enter the church.  
 
It is a condition of entry that your name and contact number be provided to the stewards  who will be in the  entrance 
of the church. Under the GDPR guidelines this information is for the sole purpose of track and trace  and will be 
destroyed  after 21 days.  
For everyone’s safety no one is allowed to enter the sacristy. If you wish to speak to a priest in person please ask one 
of the stewards and they will arrange it for you.  
Only the priest will prepare everything for the mass and  this will be done with the utmost care and attention to 
hygiene. 
 
Altar breads 
The altar breads for distribution to the people will be placed into a clean, covered ciborium (a pall 
may be placed over a dish paten). The cover of the ciborium or dish paten will not be removed until the distribution of 
holy communion. 
 
Holy Vessels 
The priest will prepare his own chalice and paten with a large altar bread for consecration. The 
chalice will have a purificator and a pall. The purificator will be used only once and then 
laundered. The cruets of wine and water and his own bowl for the lavabo will again be prepared by the priest and the 
towel will be used only once and then laundered. 
 
 
All hymn books, mass sheets, newsletters and other published material normally used by the congregation will be 
removed from the church. so please bring your own missals , Magnificat or you can use your own mobile applications 
for the readings during mass.  
 
The newsletter can be accessed from the parish website, or of you prefer to receive it by email please send your email 
address and make your request via the Parish email 
 
priestholywell@rcdwxm.org.uk 
 
The holy water stoups will be dry.  
The toilet will be temporarily out of use and will be kept closed at all times.  
 
Until further instruction is given on singing, there will be no congregational singing at mass. 
 
Seating arrangements in the church for mass  
We have arranged 7 long pews for members from the same household or houses that have made “bubbles.” These 
pews will easily seat 6 people, so please make use of these.  
 
We have also arranged 13 seats for individuals, in the front section of the church. 
Readers must sanitise their hands before and after reading and avoid touching the microphones or the lectionary 
during the liturgy of the word, apart from page turning.  
 
The homily will be brief, (maximum of 4-5 minutes) to minimise the time that people are congregated in 
the church building. The prayer of the faithful will be omitted. 
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There will be no offertory procession of the gifts of bread and wine to the altar; the priest will have these on the 
credence table or the altar before mass begins.  
 
There will be no sharing of the collection plate or bag. Where possible, it is requested that donations to the church are 
made online or via standing order. Should this not be possible ,green collection boxes will be in the church entrance to 
receive  cash offerings. The stewards will oversee this and will direct you to them should you wish to make a donation. 
Thank you !.  
 
The collection will be placed in plastic bags, sealed, placed into a secure location and left for 72 hours before counting. 
Counters should wear gloves when doing this task and the area should be well ventilated and cleaned before and 
afterwards. 
 
The Communion Rite  
Members of the congregation must not exchange the sign of peace.  
 
After the prayer and its response “Behold the Lamb of God…Lord I am not worthy,” the priest will hold up the host to 
the congregation and say audibly “The Body of Christ” to which the people should respond “Amen.” In the same way, 
he elevates the chalice and says, “The Blood of Christ” and again the people respond “Amen.” The priest will receive 
holy communion under both kinds using his own host and chalice.  
The priest will explain  the arrangements for receiving communion to the congregation at this point . Please follow the 
one-way system in the church to receive holy communion and please make sure that you have kept enough social 
distance on your procession. .  
 
Once the priest has received holy communion, he will cleanse his hands with alcohol sanitiser before opening the pre-
prepared ciborium for the communion of the people and the Eucharist will be given under one kind only, until we 
receive further instructions.  At the place where communion is to be distributed, a physical barrier will be in place, for 
example a prie-dieu (kneeler on the priest’s side) or small table to socially distance the priest distributing holy 
communion from communicants. Communion must be given silently in the hand only, with the communicant standing, 
and avoiding any physical contact. People should wait in their pews until instructed to move forward to the priest for 
holy communion by the stewards, always be aware of the regulations on social distancing in the orderly queue.  
 
When communicants approach the priest, please do so with arms at “full stretch” so that there is a good distance 
between the priest and yourself . Please hold your hands palms upwards, one of top of the other, and extend as flat 
as possible. Having received holy communion, please return to your pew in an orderly manner. Once communion is 
complete, the priest will return to the altar and place the unused hosts, without touching them, into the Tabernacle 
and then he will cleanse the sacred vessels.  
 
After the Mass 
Please leave the church respectfully and silently as guided by the stewards. 
 
We  highly recommend you avoid any conversation as the church is a closed area.  
 
Once everyone has left the church the stewards will sanitise the church and make it ready for the next day.  
 
Availability for confession.  
Fr Justin is available to hear the confession, but please make an appointment beforehand either by parish phone or 
email . 
Thank you  
 
I look forward to welcoming you back to St Winefride’s . 
These guidelines have been established for the safety of all  - please support us ! 
 
Thank you to all the stewards for enabling this to take place. 


